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BAPAUME, NOYON HAVE FALLENAmericans Drive Ofl iermans In Picardy 1
g Toward

AND NESLE REPORTED CAPTURED;

MILLION OF ENEMY IN FLIGHTAttacks InGerman letreafin

BULIARD MEN

GIVE 5 HOURS

TO WHIP HUNS

Will Work Entire Forenoon
of Labor Day Instead of

Joining in Parade.

Thousands of Prisoners and aint QuenfihThe Vosges Sector
Capture Combles and Chery Sur Somme, Now in

Who Gain Positions Valuable in Attack Upon Cam-bra- i

Resistance Broken Panic of Enemy Shown
Combles, Important Railroad Town, Encircled by
British Germans, in Flight, Described As Out of Of-

ficers' Control at Certain Points North of Soissons
French and Americans Drive Wedge in Crown
Prince's Right 1,200 Yards Deeper Prussians Again
Give Way Before Pershing's Forces.

Germans Make Great Efforts to Maintain Positions
North of Somme Throw Fresh Troops
Against French and Americans Dispute
Ground Foot By Foot Humbert Fast Ap-

proaching Somme German Counter Attacks

District East of Combles Allied Losses Very,
Light in Recent Engagements Australian
Troops Now Two Miles From Peronne Eng-
lish and Scotch Troops Advance Astride River
Scarpe.Driven Off Between Ailette and Aisne.

Paris, Aug. 30 The ByLtish
been carried beyond the points indicated in last night's state-

ment from Field Marshal Haig, and the British now are several
kllometeres east of Combles, according to reports to the news
papers here. The advance continues and the fall of Peronne is

predicted.
Correspondents of Paris newspapers at the front agree that

the Allied losses in the present operations have been compara-
tively light. They say the Allies never have taken so many
prisoners and guns and so much material and territory at so

(By the Associated Press)
Moving forward with sustained power, British armies eastt

and southeast of Arras appear to have crashed clear through!
the Hindenburg line. Despatches received today seem to.in- -

dicate that now they have begun to "roll up" the German forces
on the front to which the enemy is retreating along the whole
Picardy front. '

Bullecourt, which was on the Hindenburg line, was taken
this morning. Hendecourt-lez-Cagnicour- t, to the northeast ofj
Bullecourt, has also fallen before Field Marshal Haig's men.'
South of Hendecourt and slightly to the east Riencourt has been;
captured by the advancing British. East of Arras astride the.
Scarpe, further gains are reported.

The Drocourt-Quea- nt "switch line" now is within striking
distance. Farther south the British have taken the village of
Combles, where there was terrific fighting during the German
retirement a year ago last March. 3

West of Peronne, the British have captured the town of
Clery and they also have crossed the Somme south of Peronne.

slight a coat.
Paris, Aug. 30 German counter attacks between the

Ailette and the Aisne were repulsed last night by the French,
savs today's war office statement. The French maintained
their gains east of Pasly, north

South of the Somme and
was no change in the situation during the night. German raids
along the Vesle, where Americans troops are stationed, and in

Champagne failed. The statement reads:
"Along the Somme and in the

there was no change during the
"Between the Ailette and the

several German counter attacks.
ed our gains.

"Along the Vesle and in Champagne German raids were

Vast Stores Taken by British

pocket between the Canal du Nord
and the River Aisne. They will have
to evacuate it promptly or run a big
risk of having their positions there
turned from the north by the French
along the valley of the Somme.

Since the fall of Noyon, which was
the apex of this salient, until the
morning, Mont St. Simeon, a mile and
a quarter to the east, is its advance
defence. This height dominates the
valley of the Aisne eastward and the
valley of the River Meve and the
Canal du Nord to the north. These
valleys were lines in the salient last
night.

The taking of Quesnoy Wood this
morning has tightened the pocket
from the western side, bringing the
French within - shelling distance of
the main road leading out of it In
the direction of Ham. The road from
Noyon to Chauny, which skirts the
salient on the south, has been under
the fire of Gen. Mangin's artilleryfor several days.

Between the roads to Ham and
Chauny a succession of heights ex-
tend from Mont St. Simeon to Chauny,
forming a position of great strength.
The Germane are violently shelling
the French lines from there today,
but the imminence of danger threat-
ening their communications to the
north suggests that they are merely
using part of their immense ammuni-
tion supplies there to ease the pres-
sure, which had become so strongas to require them to abandon am-
munition all over the field of the
Avre.

The French troops having gaineda foothold in the valley of the
Somme northeast of Nesle may na
turally be expected to advance east-
ward on Ham, which will render the
stronghold of St. Simeon and the
ridge leading east useless to the en
emy while enormously increasing the
dittieulty of getting the rearguardout of the salient.

The rapidly succeeding militaryevents not only confirm that the Ger
mans have lost all control of their
operations in the reg'ons of the
Somme, Avre and Oise rivers, but
they indicate that the enemy's own
retreat is getting out of hand.

The Somme line having been ren
dered difficult for the Germans bv
the rapidity of the Entent Allied pur
suit there is now a question, with the
French troops ready to cross the
Somme at the enemy's heels, where
he will be able to make a further
stand. -

"I KNOW YOU S

GOMPERS" GRIE

80 YEAR OLD LADY

American Labor Leader
Visits Boyhood Home in
Engand; Calls at Ameri-
can Army Headquarters.
London, Thursday, Aug. 29 Sam-

uel Gompers, president of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor, visited his
boyhood home today, where he was
born 68 years ago. It was an event
of great importance in the little sec-
tion of East London known as Spittle-gat- e.

Mr. Gompers had only visited
England once before since he left as a
boy to seek his fortune In America.
His previous visit was nine years ago.

Mr. Gompers was accompanied to-

day on the journey to Fort street by
several members of the American la-
bor mission. They went down in
two American army automobiles and
got out at the street corner. Mr.
Gompers stopped when he alighted
and standing in the middle of the
street, recalled many scenes of his
boyhood.

"The old street has not changed
much," he said, as he stood in front
of the house which had been his home
for many years. "That old public
house on the corner looks exactly as
it did when I used to listen to the
crowd of old cigar makers discussing
politics there in the evening when I
was a mere slip of a boy."

While Mr. Gompers was talking an
old woman of more than 80 years
wearing a long gray shawl, hobbled
up, looked at the stranger a moment
and then broke In:

"I know you, Sam Gompers," she
said. "Many's the time I gave you a
piece of my mind when you used to
live there," pointing to the house
where Mr. Gompers was born. The
old woman had not seen him since he
left London as a youthful apprentice
cigar maker. Mr. Gpmpers spent
some time talking over old times with
her, asking about various boyhood
playmates.

The little group of labor men was
surrounded by a great throng of
Spittlegate people, many of them chil-

dren, grandchildren and even great
grandchildren of persons whom Gom-
pers remembered as neighbors of his
father and mother.

Spittlegate is deep in the interior
of London's East End, which is not
so different from New York's East
Side except that it is greater in extent
and much older. Never before had
American army automobiles been seen
in remote Fort street.

In the afternoon Mr. Gompers call-
ed at American army headquarters to
see Maj. Gen. Biddle and Surgeon
Gen. Winter. Afterward he paid u
surprise visit on Maj. Endicott, the
American Red Cross commissioner, at
Ked cross headquarters. Arrange-
ments were made to visit America-- i

Red Cross hospitals tomorrow to dis-

tribute cigars to 700 Americans, sick
or wounded, who recently have arriv-
ed in London from the western front.

No men loft the Bollard factor-
ies today, either from the gun
shop or the main shop. On the
contrary the machinists of the
gun shop petitioned the manage-
ment for permission to donate five
hours of Labor Day, "to the pro-
duction of guns for Pershing and
his boys."

It was agreed by the hundreds
who signed the petition to send
this message to Pershing.

"To help you win, and win soon
we propose to give Labor Day a
meaning true to its name, giving
without compensation five hours
of our time on that national holi-

day to the building of 155 milli-

metre guns to shoot the Huns."

U. S. SENATOR J.

HAM LEWIS TALKS

AT LONDON CLUB

Says No Political or Military
Alliance Has Been

Suggested.

London. Aui. 80 There has been
no proposal by England and no sug
gestion in America for a political or
military alliance between the two
countries, said James Hamilton Lewis,
United States Senator from Illinois,
at the American Luncheon Club here
today.

"I join with you," said Mr. Lewis,
turning to Lord Deading, "in the sen-

timents expressed in the speech re
cently made by you asserting that
mischievous propaganda had been
circulated in certain parts of the
country for the purpose of embar
rassing the Allies.

"If there shall arise any circum
stance justifying different relations
than those now existing, President
Woodrow Wilson and Premier David
Lloyd-Geor- ge will send the proposal
and the reasons offered for it to the
peoples of the countries. There will
be no diplomatic juggling of the fates.
There will be no burden to any peo-

ple through secret pacts made by of-

ficial agents as long as Woodrow Wil-

son is president of the United States
and a democratic government is in
force in Great Britain."

Speaking on peace, Mr. Lewis said:
"I voice my opposition to my coun-

try or the Allies assuming to write
down the details and items as to other
countries on which peace can be
based. These particulars ought to be
left to the peace table, there to be the
free subject of negotiation. No na
tion in the Entente ought to be em-

barrassed by premature or individual
effort to mortgage the commissioners
to specific provisions before negotia-
tion. This would deprive them of the
trading basis necessary to the under-

taking and would, as well, equip the
enemy with particular claims in de-

tail and he would at once be prepared
with inventions to offset them."

SUFFRAGE IS NOT
NECESSARY NOW

While a group of young women were
being decorated at the State Capitol,
in honor of the services they have
rendered the state and the nation as
members of the Land Army, they were
told by Gov. Holcomb that "It is a
healthful thing for the women to take
hold of work to increase the food sup-
ply so that the soldiers may be ade-
quately fed and our population ade-
quately fed too," and that "nothing
can be accomplished without women

but it is not necessary that they
should have suffrage to accomplish
it."

SPY SUSPECT IS
SHOT AND KILLED

BY RESERVE MAN

Ocean City, N. J., Aug. 30. A man
believed to be Thomas Ellis of Tren-
ton, N. J-- , was shot and killed last
night by Joseph Meehan of the United
States naval reserve. The authorities
suspect Ellis of having been a spy
engaged In signalling to German sub-
marines off the coast. While resisting
arrest for acting suspiciously on the
beach of this resort Ellis was shot
through the heart.

Officers of the United States coast
guard say two men have been seen
on the lonely beach at night manip-
ulating high powered lights and ap-

parently signalling to a boat at sea.
The governmetn secret service was
informed and men were sent here
from Atlantic City and Philadelphia
for guard duty. Meehan came from
the former station.

After Meehan told his story at the
coroner's inquest today he was ex-
onerated from blame for the killing.
No visitors are allowed on the beach
at night.

Meehan testified that last night he
was stationed near the water's edge
with ' instructions to arrest any per-
son who approached. When he saw
EUlis he arrested him after Ellis had
failed to give a satisfactory explana-
tion of his reason for being on the
beach. Ellis, Meehan testified, sprang
on him and took his rifle away from
Mm. Meehan regained the weapon
and when Ellis sprang at him again
he fired.

STRIKES IN GERMANY.

Amsterdam, Aug. SO Great strikes
have broken out in Mannheim, ac-

cording to dispatches received here
today from Munich. Three thousand
strikers have been sent to the front,
and 8,000 have been deported from
the region under armed guard. T: oops
are guarding the city, it is reported,
as riots are feared.

London, Aug. 29 "We have reach
ed the west bank of the Somme op-

posite Brie and Peronne, and cap-

tured Ham," says tonight's report
from Field Marshal Haig.

The British, the statement says, are
advancing on the general line of
Combles

Our new line, runs east of
Bapaume, through Peronne, to the
east of Noyon," says the Berlin War
Offlce, substantially admitting the
British claim.

The French tonight stand on the
west bank of the Canal-du-No- along

wide front, the War Offlce an
nounced tonight.

The cities of Bapaume, Noyon and
Juvigny, the main bastions in the 85- -

mile German stop-ga- p line, have fall
en to the Allies.

Combles and Nesle are reported
taken, and the French stand before
Ham, while the British have dashed
four miles beyond Bapaume to Hap- -

pinecourt. The west bank of the
Somme is reported to have been
reached along a wide stretch. Peronne

doomed. It may have fallen by this
time.

The whole German line from the
Scarpa down to the Soissons region
has been torn, and fully 1,000,000
field-gra- y men are fleeting eastward
toward the Belgian border and the:
Rhine.

From the ancient Cathedral of Noy-

on, erected on the site of a church
built by Pepin the Short, a special
mass of gratitude was celebrated.
From the top of the town hall the

fluttered, proclaiming deliv-
erance of the city where Charlemagne
was crowned, and where this summer
the Kaiser's generals, over French
champagne, were fixing the day for
Paris' fall.

Thirty-si- x miles to the northwest,
in the shambles that was once the
flourishing city of Bapaume, French
nwomen and children and old men,
who for nearly half a year have been
cowed by the invader, kissed the
hands of husky "Tommies" and gave
thanks for the liberation of the town
where France in 1871 suffered one of
her worst defeats.

British troops are now within 2,000
yards of the Drocourt-Quea- nt line.
The Germans in many places are
blowing up supplies. Combles, the
important railway town northwest of
Peronne, has been outflanked by the
British, according to reports re
ceived here this evening. The town
Is practically encircled.

Noyon was occupied this morning
by the troops of General Humbert.

General Mangin's men crossed the
Oise River and took Morlincourt (east
of Noyon on the Oise).

The French Army took Quesnoy
Wood, Just to the west of the Canal-du-Nor- d.

The wood was a strongly
fortified position, and from it the Ger-

mans endeavored to check the French
pursuit.

The rapidly succeeding military
events not only confirm that the Ger-

mans have lost control of their oper-
ations in the regions of the Somme,
Avre and Oise Rivers, but they in-

dicate that the enemy's own retreat
is getting out of hand.

The effort to etem the French pur-
suit by fighting rearguard actions
with machine-gu- n sections, leaving a
section at intervals of about 400 yards,
was only locally successful. On
ground especially favorable for that
sort of resistance, such as the ter-
rain around Roye, it gained some time
for the enemy, enabling him to move
a great many guns and a considerable
part of his material behind the Canal-du-No-

and north of Noyon.
Participation by the American

troops in General Mangin's operations
In the Juvigny sector was a complete
surprise to the enemy. The units in-

tended to be placed in the line to re-
inforce the French were brought up
on the evening of the previous day
and passed the night in the thick
forest from which they started at
dawn.-

Suddenly, at seven o'clock, they at
tacked on a front. The
Prussian Seventh Infantry Regiment,
which was In front of them, suffered
severe losses and was forced to give
way.

A German captured in the area of
the First Army's operations told the
British today that when his men
heard the Canadians were attacking
they refused to fight. He said he
had to shoot two men and even then
the others lacked the initiative.

At Happlincourt. four miles east of
Bapaume, where the British are re-
ported late today, they are only 17
1- miles southwest of Cambrai.
Byng's left wing, southeast of Arras,
Is only 14 miles nortl west of Cam-
brai. '

The French, before Ham, are 13
miles southwest of St. Quentln. The
BriHsh army, which links up with the
French east of Chaulnes, is a little
more distant.

The French, at Juvigny, are 14 2

miles both from La Fere and Laon.
Americans are believed to have par-
ticipated again In today's attacks that
resulted In Juvlgny's capture. From
Noyon northeastward to Chauny and
La Fere the French are expected to
have comparatively easy sailing.More difficult Is an advance on Laon,
since the route to that bastion, the
southern pivot of the old real Hln-
denburg line, is barred by three greatforests.

Four great key-poin- ts in the real
mnaenpurg line Cambrai, St. Quen- -
tin. La Fere and Laon are gravelymenaced by the last 24 hours' devel
opments.

With the French Army in France,
Aug. SO The Third French Army,
continuing Its operations around
Noyon, advanced along the road lead
ing to uuiscard yesterdav and occu
pied Happlincourt and the field of
maneuvers opposite

The operations of the last two dayshave put the Germans into another

line north of the Somme has

of Soissons.
along the Canal du Nord there

region of the Canal du Nord Is

night.
Aisne French troops repulsed
East of Pasly we maintain

quiet on the rest of the front."
the southern slopes of Mont. St
Simeon, an Important height east of
Noyon.

Gen. Mangin's crossing of the Ail-

ette seems to be the beginning of a
move to outflank Noyon.

There has been no further infantry
fighting on the Vesle, although the
American artillery Is shelling the
enemy positions heavily. The Ger
man claim of the capture of 250
Americans at Bazoches and Fismette
on Wednesday is denied by the Amer
icans, who have only a few men miss
ing.

London, Aug. 30 Australian troops
now are about two miles from the
outskirts of Peronne, the Australian
representative at the British front
reports. The Australians captured
Feuilleres, Herbecourt, Flaucourt,
Assevillers, Barleuv and Belloy during
the day, Thursday.

REVENUE AGENTS

ARREST ILLICIT

WHISKEY MAKERS

Washington, Aug. 30 The biggest
intensive roundup of illicit whiskey
distillers ever undertaken by the gov-

ernment has just been completed in
southern mountain districts by rev-
enue agents under direction of In-

ternal Revenue Commissioner Daniel
C. Roper.

The activities of the agents resulted
in the seizure of 486 stills, arrest o
200 moonshiners, killing of Ave out-
laws and two sheriffs, and the wound
ing of several other government men
and liquor makers. This systematic
campaign of raids has been under way
for eight weeks, mainly in mountains
of Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Flor
Ida, North Carolina and South Caro
Una all dry states but arrests were
withheld until today to avoid giving
advance information to moonshiners
of the activities of a flying squadron
of 14 experienced revenue agents.

More than 30 000 gallons of pale
moonshine whiskey was seized and
poured down mountain streams. More
than $100,000 worth of illicit copper
stills of all sizes and other parapher-
nalia, automobiles, horses, mules and
wagons belonging to the distillers was
taken by the flying squadron.

About 21,000 pounds Of sugar foun.l
on distillery premises was confiscated
and the most of it was given to the
Red Cross.

Recommendations for S21 prosecu-
tions have been sent to the Depart-
ment of Justice. -

Two Killed in Texas
Airplane Accident

Wichita Falls, Texas, Aug. 30.
Lieut. F. P.. McGiffln, of Fresno, Cal.,
and Cadet Fllis Bernard Babcock of
Washington, D. C, were killed in-st-

tly at Call Field this morning
when their plane fell 2,000 feet. Their
plane fell from the top of a loop.

Cadet Babcock, who was a Bon of
Brig. Gen. Babcock, who now is in
France, was taking his first lesson In
acrobatic flying. He was 11 years old'.

Lieut. McGiffln was 2S years old and
was married, his wife being at Call
Field at the time of the accident.
Babcock'e mother is in Washington.

Booze Hoisters
Held Responsible

Nogales, Aria., Aug. 30. Drunken
civilians on the Mexican side of the
border were held responsible today
for the' shooting which occurred Tues-
day night which resulted in the
wounding slightly of an American
soldier.

Brig. Gen. Cabell announced today
that everything was quiet throughout
the night and no further trouble was
expected. Reinforcements have ar-
rived here and are going Into camp
near the border. Rumors that Mexi-
can federal reinforcements ..were ar--
riving In Nogales, Bonora. and en- -

trenching;, were denied her today..

Along the line farther south, wmcr
is held by the British, the night pass-
ed without change. There were coun
ter attacks by the Germans against
General Mangin's army between the
Ailette and the Aisne, but these were
repulsed by the French, who hold po-
sitions east of Pasly, which is less
than two miles northwest of Soissons.

Along the front from the Somme
south to the Noyon region and thence
east to the Ailette a sector which is
vitally important at present, the en-

emy apears to have checked the
French until he can extricate his
forces from the perilous position in
the salient between the Somme and
the Oise.

Progress southeast of Arras would
seem to be the most important feature
of the news from the great battle. Ca-

nadians, it appears, slowly are ad-

vancing along the Arras-Cambr- road
and are widening the gap in the fam-
ous line to which the Germarrs retired
eighteen months ago.

It seems that any great additional
British succeeds in this region may
shatter Germany's hopes of conduct
ing a defensive campaign along this
front, to which, it is probable, the
Germans now are hastily withdrawing.

London, Aug. 30 British troops
have captured Combles, between Ba-

paume. and the river Somme, the Bri-
tish war office announced today.

Advanced British troops have cross-
ed the river Somme south and west
of Peronne.

Between Hendecourt and the Arras-Cambr- ai

road the Canadians attacked
the German line and made favorable
progress.

East of the Sensee the forces of
Field Marshal Haig made progress,
capturing Bullecourt and Hendecourt
lez Cagnicourt.

The British also captured Clery
sur Somme, on the Somme river be-
tween Combles and Peronne.

The text reads:
"In spite of the destruction of river

bridges our advancing troops crossed
the Somme both south and west of
Peronne.

"We have taken Clery sur Somme
anfl Combles. In this area alone we
took over 200 prisoners and a few
guns yesterday.

"London and West Lancashire
troops made important progress yes-

terday afternoon east of the Sensee
river, capturing Bullecourt and Hen-
decourt lez Cagnicourt after hard
fighting together with the powerful
German trench systems protecting
these villages.

"Between Hendecourt and the Arras--

Cambrai road an attack delivered
by Canadian troops early this morn

N ON GASOLIN r

PPLIES ONLY T

PLEASUR

There Will Be No Restric-
tion for Present on Public

Service Vehicles.

Washington, Aug. 30. -- The ban on
the use of gasoline on Sundays for
motor vehicles and boats will apply
only to pleasure riding, Fuel Admin-
istrator Garfield announced today. He
said reasonable use of gasoline-drive- n

vehicles for necessary purposes was
not intended to be prohibited'.

While taxicabs were not mentioned
in the statement, it was said infor-
mally that the restrictions would mot

prevent taxi service for necessary
purposes, though there should be

of cabs for pleasure riding.
The use of pleasure automobiles on

Labor day and other holidays does
not come under the restrictions, in-

quiries disclosed.

AVIATORS KILLED
AT PENSACOLA, FLA.

Pensacola, Fla., Aug. 30 Two naval
aviators were killed and a third suf-
fered minor injuries when their ma-
chine made a nose dive into the bay
here last night. The dead were Jas.
Lloyd Churchill, Syracuse, N. T. and
DeWitt Giftord Wilcox, Newton "Cen-
ter, Mass.

GARAGES TO CLOSE SUNDAY.

Torrington, Aug. 30 According to
an agreement made today all garages
and gasolene stations in Torrington
will be closed on Sundays until the
fuel administration's request is

ing is reported to be developing favor-
ably.

"Astride the river Scarpe English!
and Scottish troops continued their
advance yesterday and gained valua-
ble ground in the direction of Eter-pign- y,

Hamblain les Pres and Plou-vai- n.

The village of Remy is held by,:us.
"A number of prisoners' was cap'

tured in these operations.
'

"In the valleys of the Lawe and;
the Lys rivers we continued to push,
forward."

With the British Forces in France,
Aug 30 (By The Associated Press)- -r
Nooon Biaches, on the south hanll
of the Somme and about a mile from
Peronne, has been captured by Field
Marshal Haig's forces. British troops
have entered Lesboeufs and patrols
have passed through Morval to tha
southeast.

British troops this morning pushed,
foorward in an easterly direction from
Bapaume.

The British have made further ad-
vances to the north of Lens. At one
place they pushed forward ' 1,000
yards.

Le Transloy, on the Bapaurhe-Pe-ronn- e

high road, was reported to have
been captured this morning.

London. Aug. 30 British forces
east of Arras resumed their advance
this morning and at an early hour had
pnetrated another 2,000 yards on a
front of seven miles between Bulle-
court and the Scarpe, according to ad-
vices received here.

The British forces have reached
within a mile of the Drocourt Queant
switch line and have captured Rien-
court.

With the British Armies In France,
Aug. 30. The Germans have been
driven behind the river Somme every-
where along the British front. The
whole western bank now is in the
possession of Field Marshal Haig and
at one place juet south of La Chapel-let- te

a British force has crossed to
the eastern bank. .

In the operations concluded this
morning 300 prisoners fell into the
hands of the British on this side of
the river.

The Germans have destroyed all the
bridges across the Somme, including
the railroad bridge and the regular
bridge at Peronne.

At noon fires indicating the with-
drawal of the Germans on, the north-
ern end of the British front and es-

pecially in the Lysr salient, are burn-
ing. Many explosions have been ob-

served behind the enemy lines. .,- -

WAR DOES NOT

CTWEATH

UREAU

Washing-ton- Aug. 30. "There la
nothing in it." says the United States
Weather Bureau to repeated inquiries
as to whether the war affects rainfall
or any other weather conditions.
There is a popular fallacy that concuss
sions, explosions, and the liberation of
gases in the EJuropean conflicts is
having an effect on the weather, not
only over the . battlefields, bait else-
where on the globe; but it Is only a.

fallacy, say the weather specialists of
the United States Department of Ag-

riculture, even though it has existed;
since the beginning of historio times.
Before gunpowder was used, the an-

cients had an idea that battles pro-
duced' rainfall, which was caused by
the clash of swords and the aweat ot
the fighters.

Later, the same theory was transferred

to the noise produced by mus-
ketry and artillery; later still,: to dusi
particels and smoke from burning
powder, upon which the moisture in
the air was supposed to be condensed!
and to fall as rain, and now to the
gases freed by explosions, and liber-
ated in the new chemical warfare.

These theories are not combated;
merely by other theories, but by ac-
tual observations made officially by
several of the belligerent govern-
ments, and the net result of these
careful observation- is to refute tha
idea of any effect of war on weather.

$400,000,000 LENT TO BRITAIN

Washington, Aug. 80. An addition,
al credit "of $400,000,000 for Greal
Britain was established yesterday b"j
the Treasury Departmeot. This brlngj
the total of credits to Great Britain tq
$3,725,000,000. Credits to all the All
Ues total 7,uSQJ!l)0,

-

without result. The night was
With the French Army in France,

Thursday, Aug. 29 By the Associated
press) The Germans are making a
supreme effort to maintain their posi-

tions on the plateau north of Soissons.
They are throwing Iresh troopa
against both the French and the
Americans and are disputing the
ground foot by foot.

After the unsuccessful enemy at-

tempts a few days ago to retake the
heights west of the

road, known as the Orme
de Montecouve prisoners taken by one
French division Included men from
three different divisions of infantry
and two battalions of crack mountain
troops.

The loss of this height and a fur-
ther advance made it all the more
necessary for the Germans to pre
vent the Allies from gaining ground
on the plateau in the region of Juvlg-ny- ,

where are the last heights de-

fending the valley of the Ailette.
where it runs eastward before turning
southward again toward the Chemln
des Dames. The enemy has rein-
forced his line there with some of
his best divisions of shock troops.

The French Third army met with
greater resistance today along the line
of the Somme and the Canal du Nord.
The German opposition was particu-
larly stout In the region of Nesles,
where It was necessary to have ar-

tillery to reduce some positions.
Tonight the villages of Rouy le

Grand and Rouy le Petit, east of
Nesles, are in the hands of the
French, while south along the Canal
du Nord they have Breuil, Noyen-cour- t.

North of Nesles. where Gen.
Humbert's troops also are approach-
ing the Somme, the Germans launch
ed a counter attack against Morchain
without success The Germans ap
pear to be strongly reinforced by ar-

tillery along the Canal du Nord,
where their resistance is stiffening.

After the capture of Noyon, French
troops advance 3 eastward to the
southern slopes of Mont St. Simeon.

With the American Army In
France. Thursday Aug. 29 (By the
Associated Press) In three different
patrol encounters in the Vosges last
night the Germans were driven- - off
when the American fire became too
hot for them.

The German artillery fire in the
Woevre Increased materially last
night.

(By The Associated Press.)
Germany's hard pressed armies still

waver before the attacks of the Al-

lies. In central Picardy from the
Somme north to Bapaume the enemy
Is retreating eastward toward St.
Quentln. Large numbers of prisoners,
many guns and much material are
falling into the hands of the British.
' Elsewhere the apparently untiring
British, French and American forces
are maintaining their pressure against
the enemy, who now has lost all his
Important bases west of the Hinden-bur- g

line except Peronne, Ham and
Tergnler. The British now are with-
in two miles of Peronne on the south-
east and the French are five miles
west of Ham. The important railroad
junction of Tergnier is not threaten-
ed very seriously, but the French
crossing the Alliens bodes ill.

As the fall of Roye compelled the
Germans to retire to the line of the
Bomme south of Peronne, the capture
of Bapaume by the British made it
necessary for the enemy to rcterat
north of the Somme. Where the
enemy will attempt to make a stand
here is problematical, but his best
line would seem to be that of the
Canal du Nord, which runs northeast
from Peronne. The canal curves
eastward five miles east of Bapaume
and crosses the old Hlndenburg line
near Habrincourt, seven miles east

' of Bapaume.
The Canal du Nord extends across

' the Plcardly battle field In a general
north and south direction and the
fact that the Germans are offering
stqut resistance to the French south
of Peronne, where the canal parallels
the Somme would Indicate the proba-
bility that they may attempt to stand
on the line of tho canal. Noyon, the
southern outlet of the canal, was car-
ried after heavy fighting and the
Germans are contesting bitterly the
possession of tho heights north and
east of Noyon. The French are on


